
Title: Gospel-Centered Evangelism 

Passage: Ephesians 3:8-12, 4:11-16 
 
Introduction: 
Trinity Community Church Ministry Vision: to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for 
living out the Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 
Trinity Community Church Ministry Values: Gospel-Centered... 
Preaching and Teaching, Worship, Servant Leadership, Discipleship and Growth, Fellowship, Living, Servant 
Leadership, Evangelism and Missions 
 
Passages:  
Ephesians 3:8-12 
To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 
ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose 
that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so 
that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 
grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so 
that it builds itself up in love. 
 
Overview: Gospel-Centered Evangelism 
I. What is Gospel-Centered Evangelism? 
II. What role does the church play in Evangelism? 
III. How to create a culture of Evanglism in our church? 
 
I. What is Gospel-Centered Evangelism? 
Definition: Evangelism is teaching the Gospel with the aim to persuade a person to believe and follow Christ. 

 Ephesians 1-2: defines the Gospel 
 Ephesians 3: how to share the Gospel 

 
Evangelism is teaching 

 no evangelism exists without God’s Word (the Bible) 

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 



Mark 1:14-15 (Jesus began His ministry by speaking/teaching the Gospel) 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is 
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 there is no salvation apart from the Gospel. 

Evangelism is teaching the Gospel 

 Gospel = good news of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ  
 Bad news 
 Good news salvation from wrath of God  

 
Gospel - 4 key facets 

1. Creation 

 God is our Creator (each person made in His image and reflect His character and each have intrinsic 
value) 

2. Fall 

 We have become God’s enemies (through willful rebellion) 

3. Redemption / Salvation 

 God sent His own Son, Jesus Christ, to die the death we should have died. 
 Jesus resurrected from the dead to show He is God and that He paid the penalty of sin. 

4. Final Judgment 

 Way to be justified = repent of your sins, confess your sins, and believe in Jesus Christ 

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 
with the aim to persuade a person to believe and follow Christ. 

 not lecturing or data-transferring but rather urging/persuading out of sincere concern for others  
Questions to consider:  

 Do you have passion? 
 Do you believe the Gospel can change someone’s eternal destination? 
 Do you believe this concerns life and death?  
 We are talking to people off the ledge from suicide, out of grace and compassion 

2 Corinthians 5:11 
Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is known to God, and I hope it 
is known also to your conscience. 



2 Corinthians 5:20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of 
Christ, be reconciled to God. 
 
What happens when we don’t have a Biblical view of evangelism? 

 we end up living a moral life rather than a Gospel-centered life 
 We become a culture of nominalism where people believe they are Christians but are actually deceived 

in mere behavior-modification (and not heartfelt change) 

 
II. What role does the church play in Evangelism? 
John 3:8-11 
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and 
yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear 
witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony.” 
John 13:35 
By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
John 17:20-23 
I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be 
one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that 
you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we 
are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

 Love confirms our discipleship while our unity confirms Christ’s deity. 
 when we are unified, we show Jesus is the Son of God. 

 Baptism and Lord’s Supper: outward symbols of the internal reality of the Gospel in someone’s life. 

 
Why does this not happen?  People have a faulty view of church. 
 
What is a Biblical church? 
A local church should be defined at least by these three main categories 
 

1. What a church is 

 A local church is a gathering of baptized, born-again Christians who covenant together in love to meet 
regularly under the authority of Scriptures and the leadership of the elders to worship God, be a visible 
image of the Gospel, and ultimately give glory to God.  

Acts 2:41 
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls. 
Acts 14:23 



And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them 
to the Lord in whom they had believed. 
Ephesians 3:10 
so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and 
authorities in the heavenly places. 
Hebrews 10:24-25 
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
 

2. What the church does 

 The people of God who covenanted together regularly gather, motivated by the Gospel, to hear the 
Word of God preached, to sing, pray, give and practice regularly Lord’s Supper and baptisms. They also 
care for each other in love and exhort each other to repentance and good deeds.  

 They also care for each other in love and exhort each other to repentance and good deeds.  
 They build and equip each other up so that they could attain spiritual maturity 

1 Corinthians 12:12 through 26 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 
Matthew 18:15-17 
“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 
have gained your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge 
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
 

3. What is the mission of a Biblical church? 

 The over-arching mission fo the church, or the final aim in equipping and building each other up is to 
live out the Gospel in every facet of our lives and make disciples of others - followers of Christ, who will 
join the body of Christ 

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 
 
III. How to create a culture of Evanglism in our church? 

 Culture = shared ideas, language, and understanding to act in certain circumstances 

 

1. People that are motivated by love for Jesus and His Gospel  

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 



For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have 
died; and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised. 
 

2. A community of people that are confident in the Gospel and realize the danger of entertainment 

Romans 1:16 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 
Jew first and also to the Greek. 

 God is the one who draws people to Himself. 
 We should not make preaching the Gospel as a form of entertainment 

 

3. A community in which we intentionally remind ourselves about the cost of standing up for the truth 
and the Gospel 

John 15:18-24 
“If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore 
the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all these 
things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not 
come and spoken to them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 
Whoever hates me hates my Father also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else did, they 
would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my Father. 
 

4. A community in which we equip and build each other up 

1 Peter 3:15 
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks 
you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect 
 

5. A community in which we celebrate sharing the Gospel and embracing the Gospel. 

 
Song: “Facing a Task Yet Unfinished” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-YxQok6cPA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-YxQok6cPA

